
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF CORFE PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD AT CORFE VILLAGE HALL, TUESDAY 8 MARCH 2022. 

 
Present:  

Cllr J. Harrison, Cllr B. Lenthall, Cllr C. Brown, Cllr D. Bradbeer, Cllr J. Jackson, Cllr A. Alexander, TDBC 
Cllr S. Wakefield and 3 members of the public were present. 

Chairman Cllr J. Harrison opened the meeting at 6pm, welcoming all. 

 

61/09: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.  

Cllr A. Butler. 

 

62/09: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.  

Cllr J. Harrison: Corfe, Pitminster & Trull Almshouse Charity. Cllr C. Brown: Corfe Village Hall Committee. 

 

63/09: MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 2nd NOVEMBER 2021. 

The Minutes having been circulated and published and were duly approved and then signed as an accurate 
record. 

 

64/09: MATTERS ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES. 

Matters arising from those minutes were discussed briefly with nothing further to add. Further updates will 
be included within agenda items of this meeting.  

 

65/09: REPORTS OF COUNTY AND BOROUGH COUNCILLORS. 

• Cllr S. Wakefield (TDBC) presented a detailed report (See Appendix 1 below). She also highlighted 
significant articles from within it to those present. Parishioners are encouraged to read the 
submission.  

• Cllr J. Thorne (SCC) in his absence presented a detailed report for viewing (See Appendix 2 below). 
All Parishioners are encouraged to read the submission. 

 

 

 

 



66/09: REPORTS OF PORTFOLIO HOLDERS. 

• Planning: Cllr J. Harrison  

Reported that he had received one application. Councillors discussed this application and agreed to oppose 
it for various reasons. The applicant will be informed in due course.  

 

• Highways: Cllr B. Lenthall.  

Reported that the recent storms and associated debris had now been cleared with nothing major requiring 
works. Corfe Hill has begun to show signs of subsidence and continues to be monitored. 

  

• Rights of Way: Cllr D. Bradbeer. 

Had nothing to report. 

 

• Website: Cllr J. Jackson. 

Reported that the website has been updated with new information.  

He also reported that the £3bn Bus Back Better scheme was oversubscribed by more than eight times. 
Somerset applied for £163m but it is not known how much the council will get. Half of the total fund is being 
spent to subsidise existing services which have struggled due to lower passenger numbers during the 
pandemic. 

Residents are encouraged to visit the village website as it now contains some very useful information. 

 

• Village Hall: Cllr C. Brown  

Reported that the Village Hall Committee had met recently in order to plan for Her Majesty the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee celebrations in June. With the support of Corfe Parish Council, Corfe will hold a party in 
the Queens Acre on Sunday 5th June. More details of this event will follow in the coming months.  

A request by the Village Hall Committee to be allowed to borrow and erect the Corfe Fete Marquee on the 
day was made and agreed with the Parish Council. A further request to erect it in May for practice and to 
check it over for possible damage due to it not being used for three years was made. The Parish Council 
felt that a physical inspection of contents and review of instructions was all that was really required and 
encouraged erection two weeks prior to event as a more practicable approach. 

Notes taken from the Village Hall meeting will be made available on the website and will also be displayed 
on the Village Hall notice boards.  

 

 



• Green Portfolio: Cllr G. Alexander  

Reported that another successful bulk buy exercise had taken place allowing residents to make large 
savings on their food bills and to eat healthier.  

She also highlighted that the request for land to house a polytunnel for green agricultural use had still not 
yielded any answers. Cllr G. Alexander said she has decided to allow part of her own garden to be used in 
the first instance. 

 

• Alms House Charity at Sellicks Green report:  

Cllr J. Harrison, a trustee of this charity, informed those present of the four Alms Houses that are available 
to needy and sick people to live in at a discounted rent and how they are operating at present and future 
goals. He also explained who is responsible for them, this being three Parish Councils, one of which is 
Corfe. A request for new trustees to join the charity was made as one is leaving. Ideally, a trustee from 
each parish would be the norm but anybody is welcome to apply. Details will be made available to interested 
parties.  

 

67/09: CORFE PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS 5TH MAY 2022. 

Election application papers were handed out to existing Councillors and those present were made aware 
of the upcoming May election and to consider applying themselves or encourage others if they knew of 
residents who might be interested in joining the Parish Council.  

 

68/09: WHITE HART INN CORFE SALE UPDATE. 

Cllr. J. Harrison reported that the owner of the White Hart Inn (Stonegate Group PLC) now intends to sell 
the pub. The guide price is £325,000. For full details, contact Stonegate who can put you in contact with 
the selling agent.  

The Parish Council had recently successfully applied for an Asset of Community Value on the pub to allow 
residents/backers in the village to put together a bid to buy the property, allowing them six weeks in which 
to place that bid with the sellers.  

That 6-week period is already close to its expiry date, so a vote was taken to see if a bid could be put 
together by extending this application period until July. This option was rejected by the Parish Council who 
felt that such a bid would not materialise in this period if this option was taken up and would only delay any 
potential sale that would get the pub up and running.  

The Parish Council encourages any potential interest in buying the pub to be forwarded to the estate agent 
responsible for the sale.  

 

 

 



69/09: FINANCES. 

Cllr. J. Harrison provided an update on finances.  

Our current cash position is £25679.54. Part of this is allocated to Corfe Lifts (£1434.67), Gateway 
(£3327.00), and the SID (£7500.00), leaving the remaining £13417.87 for Corfe Parish Council. 

 

70/09: CORRESPONDENCE. 

• A letter from Mrs. Anne Finchett was received in recognition for some good work that was sorted out by 
our Village Agent Mrs. Webb. The PC would like to invite Mrs. Webb to attend a future PC meeting as it 
would be nice to put a face to the name and have her explain her role to residents. 

 

71/09: ANY OTHER BUSINESS. 

History tree - Having a Queens Platinum Jubilee label added was discussed and agreed with those present.  

The Corfe SID is currently away having technical adjustments in relation to the radar detection range on 
the sensor. It should be back up and working shortly. 

The Corfe Charity for Allotments has been renamed as the Corfe Community Trust following some good 
work by Keith Gosling in dealing with the matter. 

 

Date of Next meeting: Tuesday 10 May 2022 at 6pm – details to be confirmed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix 1 – Report from Cllr. Sarah Wakefield (SWT Ward Councillor for Trull, Pitminster 
and Corfe).  
 

• There will be a new opportunity for financial support with installing Electric Vehicle 
Charging points launching in March with Parish Councils able to apply for £1,500.  It is 
likely that any installation will need to be completed by March 2023. 
 

• SWT has secured funding to deliver social housing upgrades. This will enable 
improvements to the energy efficiency of its social housing, lowering bills and 
making homes warmer. 
 

• Somerset West and Taunton (SWT) Council has invested close to £112,000 
upgrading its play areas across Taunton and Wellington. 

 
• The Community Governance Review will soon be bringing forward a proposal for the new 

Taunton Town Council. This will then come out to communities for a second round of 
consultation. A special meeting of the Council held on 3rd March considered the proposed 
new boundaries which are larger than the currently unparished area and agreed to take 
matters forward to the second consultation stage.  No part of Corfe parish area is directly 
affected. 

 
• Government has laid before Parliament the Structural Changes Order (SCO) that will 

create the legal basis for a new council in Somerset. The detail of the order will be 
debated by both Houses of Parliament in the coming weeks and is likely to be approved 
as soon as 14 March. Once approved, it will be the law that a new single new unitary 
council – Somerset Council – will be responsible for providing both county and district 
council services from 1 April 2023. 

 
• Dawn reports from her SCC contacts that the Lord Lieutenant of Somerset is calling on 

the county’s residents to come together to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and 
make it an event to remember. 
The Queen will formally start to celebrate her personal Platinum Jubilee year from 
Sunday 6  February – the date of her Accession to the Throne in 1952.  
The focus of celebrations will take place over the extended Bank Holiday Weekend June 
2-5. 
In Somerset, there is the chance to mark the occasion with a range of activities over the 
Jubilee weekend, not least the Beacon celebrations which are due to be lit at 9.45pm on 
Thursday 2 June, and the traditional Street Parties or Village Hall parties on Sunday 
5 June.  Will Corfe be participating? 
 
For guidance on planning and registering events for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, 
visit www.platinumjubileesomerset.org.uk 
https://www.somersetebp.co.uk/events?utm_source=Somerset+EBP+Contacts&utm_ca
mpaign=84c2ad5080- 

 
SWT RANKED TOP IN CLIMATE EMERGENCY 
 
Somerset West and Taunton has been ranked as the top UK performing council in analysis by the 
campaign group Climate Emergency UK. The council scored above 90% in the Council Climate 
Plan Scorecards, and was identified as one of the few councils to plan for improvement of 
biodiversity as part of its declaration of an ecological emergency. 
 
Dixie Darch is the Executive Member for Climate Change and said: “We are beyond proud to be 
the top ranking district council in the UK. We are committed to creating a more sustainable future 



for everyone, putting climate and environmental responsibility at the heart of everything we do. 
This involves direct action and policy, partnership working, enabling organisations and 
communities, leading by example and supporting individuals. The challenge has never been 
greater for local councils, it is essential we rise to that challenge.” 
 
 
SWT TO PLANT 190 TREES FOR THE QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE 
 
Somerset West and Taunton Council is planting 190 trees as part of a nationwide project to 
commemorate HM Queen Elizabeth II’s Platinum Jubilee. Known as the “Queens Green Canopy”, 
the project encourages individuals and organisations to plant trees across the UK as a tribute to 
the Monarch’s 70 years on the throne and to mitigate climate change. 
 
To support the project, SWT has allocated land in its parks and open spaces for tree planting in 
Hawthorn Park, Taunton and at Culvercliffe, Minehead.  The planting and subsequent 
maintenance work of Taunton and Minehead is being undertaken by SWT’s Open Spaces Team. 
Both schemes serve to provide wildlife rich habitats, as well a glorious palette of colours that 
change throughout the year. 
 
 
REGISTER IN TIME FOR ELECTIONS THIS MAY 
 
Voters in Somerset West and Taunton are being reminded to make sure they are registered to 
vote and able to take part in local elections for the new unitary council for Somerset, and town 
and parish councils, on Thursday 5th May. Research shows that young people, students and 
recent home movers are particularly less likely to be registered to vote. So, if you have moved 
house recently, then make sure you’re registered correctly. These crucial elections are for the 
councillors at county level who will oversee the transition to a new unitary council. The town and 
parish councillors elected have a vital role too, ushering in a new era of community 
empowerment. They will be pioneers, drawing on an array of new opportunities, driving real 
change locally. 
 
If you’re not registered, you won’t be able to have your say on issues that directly affect your day-
to-day life in Somerset. It’s quick and easy to register to vote, but after the deadline of 14th April, it 
will be too late. 
 
To register to vote, visit register-to-vote before midnight on Thursday, 14th April or contact 
 
elections@somersetwestandtaunton.go.uk 
 
 
I am pleased to announce that I will be standing in the election to the new Somerset Council on 
5th May 2022 for Blackdown and Neroche, which includes the Parish of Pitminster (and runs from 
Wellington East over the Blackdowns to Hatch Beauchamp and Ruishton).  A huge area with 14 
parish councils and some 5000 homes.  My fellow candidate will be Ross Henley who is well 
known in this area.  Dawn Johnson will be standing to represent Comeytrowe and Trull where she 
is currently the County Councillor. 
 
Cllrs Sarah Wakefield and Dawn Johnson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix 2 – Report from John Thorne (SCC) 

 
• Covid stats – I was reporting even before the announcement by the Prime Minister, that the focus of the 
county council’s response to Covid-19 was shifting toward how we can live safely with virus moving 
forward, even though the Omicron variant has caused an unprecedented surge in the number of cases in 
Somerset. The Somerset infection rate by the weekend was down by more than a third on recent figures and 
stood at 448.2/100k, which was still above the South West’s 398.6/100k and England’s 296.4/100k because 
our peak has lagged. Many of the current cases are re-infections, where somebody has had Covid once and 
has caught it again. The latest R number range for the South West is 0.7-1.0, on a par with much of the 
country. There have now been more than 133,000 cases in Somerset since the start of the pandemic and 
deaths have reached 1,082. Nearly 65 per cent of the county’s adult population have been triple jabbed and 
nearly 94 per cent have had two jabs. Most of those who currently need hospital care, 62 cases, are people 
who have not had a vaccination. 
• Covid vaccinations –Vaccination centres such as the one at Firepool, Taunton, will continue to operate 
because vaccinations are the best form of defence against the virus. The Firepool site is open 8.30 am to 
7.30 pm Monday to Thursday. More info on vaccination centres is here 
https://www.somersetccg.nhs.uk/health/local-services/health-services-during-coronavirus/covid-19-
vaccinations-in-somerset. 
• Covid transport – Community transport can still be booked if someone needs to get a jab or a booster but 
does not have access to a car and struggles to use public transport. Call 0300 790 6275 or visit 
https://www.travelsomerset.co.uk/community-transport-services. 
• Somerset Coronavirus helpline – Despite the Government announcement, the Coronavirus helpline is 
still open at the moment to provide help for those who need it on 0300 790 6275 8 am-6 pm seven days a 
week. I understand that from the end of the month, with the lifting of Covid restrictions, the service may be 
remodelled as more of a general helpline.  
• Democracy – The county council has now lifted all Covid restrictions on working in County Hall but 
anybody who feels uncomfortable can still wear a face mask if they wish to do so, and extra hygiene 
measures will still be in place. An ‘ebb and flow’ system of working will also continue, which effectively 
means a shift pattern so people are not all sat there at the same time. Home working will continue for those 
who want to carry on. I have to say the decision flies in the face of the recent council decision to scrap all 
physical committee meetings and put them online as ‘advisory boards’ instead with officers being given 
delegated powers to carry out the ‘advice’ which is decided upon. This was a move I strongly opposed for a 
number of reasons. 
• Ukraine 1 – In addition to flying the Ukrainian flag and lighting County Hall in yellow and blue the 
county council is offering extra support to Ukrainian members of staff and residents in Somerset. The 
council stands by, ready to support the national humanitarian aid effort to relocate refugees displaced by 
Russian aggression. 
• Ukraine 2 – You will be aware that I am chairman of the Somerset Pensions Committee. The actions 
taken by Russia stand in direct contravention to our investment ethos ‘forging better futures by investing 
for a world worth living in’ and ultimately our responsible investment principles. So, with immediate effect 
our fund managers have prohibited any new investments in Russian assets and have begun where possible 
to disinvest from all Russian-controlled and Russian-owned assets, bonds, and equities, wherever they be 
listed. No distinction is made between state-owned assets and non-state-owned companies. Where non-
Russian assets have material revenues/profits derived from Russia, we are seeking first to influence through 
engagement to the same end. Currently, Russian-related investments total about 0.11 per cent, or £3 
million, of our total fund. 
• Budget setting – We will be handing over to whomever runs the council from May, a strong, positive, 
and forward-looking financial position. The 2022-23 budget, the last one ever as a county council, was set 
recently. It increases council tax by 1.99 per cent which is 52p a week on the average Band D property, and 
a further one per cent which is ringfenced for adult social care to support our most vulnerable adults, 
adding 26p a week to Band D bills. There was increased spending on adult social care of £18 million and 
£12 million more for children’s services which I am sure you will appreciate are the two largest service 
areas. The capital budget includes £48 million of new investment such as £1 million in new match funding 
to support the decarbonisation of schools, £1 million for electric fleet vehicles and charging infrastructure, 
a £1 million allocation for local transport schemes, and £1.7 million for Small Improvement Schemes, 



although it will be for the new council, of course, to decide if the SIS continue. There are no service cuts or 
staff redundancies in the budget and we are not having to use reserves to meet ongoing expenditure, which 
illustrates the healthy position Somerset is now in. We still have the fourth lowest council tax of any county 
in the country. 
• Elections – The May elections will be the biggest in Somerset recent years with 110 councillors being 
elected. Some 1,200 county and district council staff and other volunteers are being recruited to make sure 
the electoral machine, administered by the four district councils, works smoothly. Many are already in 
place but there is still a need for more people to come forward to help. 
• Local Government Reorganisation 1 – The Structural Changes Order was approved by the House of 
Commons Committee a fortnight ago and should go to the Lords on or before Monday (14th March). It is 
expected to be approved by the end of next week, just in time for the elections to be called on 21st March. 
• Local Government Reorganisation 2 – Voluntary, community, and social enterprises sector funding 
worth £2.4 million for 2023-2024, the first year of the new unitary council, has been guaranteed by the 
Local Government Reorganisation Joint Committee. It gives them the financial stability to continue making 
a difference to people’s lives. The joint advisory committee (JAC) created to work on the design of local 
community networks (LCNs) will hold an in-person meeting in Stoke St Gregory Village Hall next week 
(17th March) from 4.30 pm to 6.30 pm. It will also be webcast if you want to follow it online. Dr Carlton 
Brand, who led the work on preparing a case for a unitary council in Somerset, has now retired and his 
local government reorganisation work has been taken on by Alyn Jones, who was a strategic director for 
highways. On a personal note, I have concerns that the LCNs may not be set up as quickly as we had 
expected, although there is nothing official to say so at the moment. 
• 20 mph zones – Several parishes out of the 11 in our county council division are currently calling for 20 
mph zones to be introduced. I don’t know if this is similar to other parts of Somerset, but I have asked the 
highways and transport portfolio holder if he can organise – if he remains the portfolio holder after the May 
elections – a parish councils conference dedicated to the subject of 20 mph zones. I think it would be 
informative for parishes if the issue can be addressed with advice and guidance being given to everybody at 
the same time for debate. 
• Storm Eunice – The storm put an abrupt halt to much of the county council’s business as usual for 24 
hours and the priority was to protect our most critical services and keep them running. Schools, libraries, 
recycling centres, public transport, and waste collections were closed or stopped because of the seriousness 
of the red weather warning. A record number of trees were brought down and highways crews worked 
throughout the weekend to clear the damage and debris to keep our roads safe. Of the 281 weather related 
incidents, 258 were related directly to fallen or dangerous trees affecting the roads. By the Monday, 242 of 
those had been cleared. In the middle of this, highways also had to grit roads when temperatures fell 
suddenly. Problems on the roads can be reported at www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/report-a-
problem-on-the-road. 
• Rural broadband – It has now been officially confirmed to me that Airband’s programme is being 
amended with some communities being brought forward and some pushed back in its build programme. I 
am told there is flexibility in the contract to allow Airband to re-order its build delivery while payment by 
CDS is made against milestones of premises designed and built. CDS is admitting some slight slippage in 
the delivery of the programme of around one to two quarters (of a year), while I have anecdotal evidence 
that some communities may have to wait up to a year longer. Rather ominously in my view, a contract 
change is being worked through to reflect some of these changes and formalise the adjustments to the build 
plans! The main reason given for the slippage is challenges in the industry with demands on resources such 
as planning and design. They also cite Covid as causing staff in key departments to be off work. There are 
also some worrying stories circulating about Airband’s financial position. 
• Climate change – Somerset has been rated the number one county council in the UK for taking a lead on 
climate change. All 409 local authorities were ranked by Climate Emergency UK, which looked at how 
well plans would mitigate the impact of climate change locally, whether the climate and ecological 
emergency was integrated into existing policies, community engagement, climate education, scale of 
emissions targets, and commitments to tackle the ecological emergency. You will know that our ambitious 
plans have a target to make Somerset carbon neutral by 2030. Among the initiatives is work to decarbonise 
several council buildings and libraries which should reduce the council’s non-schools estate carbon output 
by around 27 per cent, and building a new primary school in Comeytrowe which will be fossil fuel free in 
its daily operation. 



• Tourism business grants – There is a new grant scheme available for businesses and groups involved in 
Somerset’s tourism offer. Between £25,000 and £40,000 is available for small and medium size businesses 
and community organisations to help with any projects which genuinely deliver new provision for visitors 
to Somerset. They need to be completed this year and show they are sustainable for future years. The 
scheme, called Visitor Economy Innovation Grant, has been developed by the county council working with 
the districts and the existing visitor bodies. The idea is to create more ‘shoulder season’ opportunities to 
extend the main tourism season, target higher-spend customer markets, and develop new partnerships to 
consolidate activities into visitor-friendly packages. The grant application deadline is 14th March. More 
info and an application form can be found here https://www.somerset.gov.uk/business-and-
economy/somerset-visitor-economy-innovation-grant-scheme. 
• Somerset Apps Library – NHS Somerset has been working with ORCHA (the Organisation for the 
Review of Care and Health Applications) to develop and launch Somerset’s new, publicly available health 
and wellbeing apps library here https://somerset.orcha.co.uk. It can be difficult to find apps that are 
appropriate and safe, so all health and care apps in the library have been reviewed by ORCHA and given an 
easy to understand percentage score to make it easy for people to decide if an app is the right one for them 
or not. It has apps for everyone, from children to adults, at all stages of the health journey, whether 
informational, preventative, or to support someone on a waiting list, with a long-term condition or post-
discharge. 
• Somerset Repair Bus – Somerset Waste Partnership is launching a repair and reuse project later in the 
year with a mobile service travelling around the county. The vehicle will attend events between May and 
December and in its first year the service will be dedicated to electricals and electronics - from toasters to 
tablets, record players to remote controls, anything that has a plug or takes batteries. 
 
 
 


