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	A	Tale	of	two	Roofs																																												

“It	was	the	best	of	times;	it	was	the	worst	of	times”		
			

Sad	to	say,	St	Mary’s	and	St	Andrew’s,	Pitminster	recently	fell	victim	to	the	spate	of	opportunistic	
lead	 thefts	 that	 has	 already	 violated	many	 of	 our	 communities	 here	 in	 Somerset.	 The	 contrast	
between	the	wanton	destruction	and	the	wonderful	 rejuvenation	of	a	 thatch	at	Corfe	 is	evident	
from	these	photographs.	

We	 are	 determined	 that	 the	 values	 encapsulated	 in	 the	 positive	 photo	 depicting	 skilled	
craftsmanship	and	renewal	shall	prevail.	

Inside	this	edition,	as	well	as	the	usual	features,	we	have	a	piece	on	thatching	and	our	editorial	
focuses	on	how	we	might	come	together	to	restore	an	enhanced	sense	of	community.	

John	Wakefield	
																																																														

     We	also	bring	you	news	of	which	events	and	activities	are	cancelled,	
suspended	or		temporarily	postponed	in	the	light	of	the	Corona	virus	

and	useful	links	to	support	groups	and	other	offers	of	help.		

See	pages	5,6	and	10	for	details.	
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   SPARS, BINDS AND LIGGERS AT CHURCH COTTAGES 

What	does	the	term	‘spar’	mean	to	you?	Well,	if	like	me,	you	grew	up	as	a	‘townie’,	it’s	a	chain	of	small	
supermarkets;	 if	you’re	 into	sports,	 it’s	practice	for	an	aspiring	boxer;	and	 if	you’re	a	sailor,	 it’s	a	strong	
pole	such	as	a	mast	that	holds	the	sail.	But,	as	I	learnt	from	Luke	Miness	who’s	been	working	on	a	roof	at	
Church	Cottages	 in	Corfe,	 if	you’re	a	thatcher	 it’s	an	essential	component	 in	keeping	a	coat	of	thatch	 in	
place.	Luke	explained,	“We	use	hazel	or	willow	spars,	pointed	pegs	about	26	inches	long	which	we	twist,	
then	drive	through	a	straw	bond	or	‘bind’	that	sits	horizontally	on	top	of	the	thatch,	to	hold	the	thatch	in	
place“.	I	likened	it	to	the	way	a	woman	might	use	a	hairgrip	to	hold	her	hair	in	place.	

Of	course,	 if	 I	had	been	talking	to	a	 thatcher	 in	Scotland	he	might	call	 the	spar	a	 ‘scob’,	or	 in	Wales	he	
would	use	the	term	‘scollop’,	in	the	North	of	England	a	‘spelk’,	in	Derbyshire	a	‘springle’	and	in	Lincolnshire	
a	‘speet’.	Like	other	traditional	crafts,	over	the	course	of	its	long	history	thatching	has	developed	its	own	
language.	 In	 one	 form	 or	 another,	 thatch	 has	 been	 protecting	 the	 inhabitants	 of	 Britain	 against	 the	
elements	ever	since	the	concept	of	a	roof	has	existed,	and	because,	 in	past	centuries,	people	 lived	and	
worked	 in	 very	 localised	 areas,	 regional	 styles	 of	 thatch	 evolved	 and	 a	multitude	 of	 local	 names	were	
coined	for	different	thatching	tools	and	techniques.	

MATERIALS		
Even	thatching	materials	varied,	depending	on	what	was	readily	available	locally.	As	Luke	said,	“Years	ago	
you	wouldn’t	travel	far,	so	if	you	had	straw	out	the	back,	that’s	what	you’d	use”.	The	main	materials	used	
in	this	country	are	wheat	straw,	which	Luke	was	using,	and	water	reed.	So	 I	asked	where	did	he	get	his	
materials	from?	“90%	of	the	wheat	straw	is	grown	in	Devon	and	Somerset,	but	pretty	much	all	the	water	
reed	comes	in	from	abroad.	There’s	still	a	bit	grown	in	Norfolk,	but	I	think	that	stays	in	Norfolk,	so	we	use	
Turkish,	Hungarian,	Russian	and	even	Chinese	now.”	And	the	spars,	they	would	be	local?	“You’d	think	so,	
but	there’s	a	lot	of	hazel	now	coming	in	from	Poland,	pre-twisted	in	packs	of	200.	They’ve	been	sending	
spars	over	for	10	years	or	more	and	all	your	old	little	spar	makers	are	dying	out	and	there’s	nobody	taking	
it	 on.	 It’s	 getting	more	 and	more	difficult	 to	 get	 hold	of	 English	hazel	 unless	 you	want	 to	 go	 and	do	 it	
yourself.”		

Luke	explained	that	the	combed	straw	he	was	using	had	been	thrashed	out,	so	only	the	ears	remained.	
When	 I	 suggested	 this	was	 a	pretty	 good	deal	 for	 the	 farmer	 –	he	 gets	 his	wheat	and	 sells	what’s	 left	
behind	 after	 the	harvest	 for	 thatching,	 Luke	quickly	 pointed	out	 that	 it	was	 the	other	way	 round.	 “For	
thatching,	 you	 need	 the	 length,	 ideally	 3½	 to	 4	 feet,	 and	 the	 longer	 the	 better	 for	 ridging.	 The	wheat	
farmer	doesn’t	want	to	 leave	his	crop	to	grow	that	 long,	so	 it’s	grown	specifically	 for	thatching	and	the	
wheat	is	the	by-product”.	

BUILDING	THE	THATCH	
“You	start	by	stripping	off	the	top	course	of	the	old	thatch,	the	last	to	
go	on,	and	get	that	down	to	a	nice	base	coat.	You	might	have	to	pack	
bits	out	and	strip	bits,	so	you	might	be	going	over	2	or	3	old	coats.	You	
don’t	take	the	thatch	right	off	–	you	don’t	want	to	be	delving	 in	there	
too	much	–	and	you	don’t	really	touch	the	timber	work,	not	with	straw.	
But	with	water	reed	it’s	generally	one	coat	straight	onto	the	timbers,	so	
you	would	take	the	lot	off”.	

“Then	you	go	over	with	the	new	coat,	working	from	the	bottom	to	the	
top.	 I	 go	up	 in	 ‘staunches’	 (vertical	 strips),	working	my	way	up	 to	 the	
ridge.	So	the	‘sett’	(course	of	straw)	goes	up,	you’ll	make	a	straw	bind	
that	sits	on	top,	then	spars	hold	it	in	place,	pegging	over	the	bind	into	
the	old	coat.”	That’s	what	keeps	the	thatch	in	place,	and	as	the	thatcher	
works	his	way	up	towards	the	ridge,	one	layer	of	thatch	is	placed	over	
the	 previous	 layer,	 covering	 the	 fixing	 that	 holds	 the	 lower	 layer	 in	
place,	so	that	it’s	no	longer	visible.	The	aim	is	to	get	a	new	coat	13-14	
inches	thick.	
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Stripping	the	old	coat	and	
preparing	the	base	coat	



Then	 attention	 turns	 to	 the	 ridge	 that,	 on	 this	
occasion,	 Luke	 was	 struggling	 to	 finish	 before	
Storm	 Ciara	 struck.	 He	 explained	 that	 long	 straw	
was	 bent	 over	 the	 top	 of	 the	 ridge	 and	 held	 in	
place	in	a	similar	way	to	elsewhere	on	the	roof,	but	
here	the	fixing	was	visible	and	used	as	decoration.	
“Once	 the	 ridge	 is	 completely	 finished,	 sparred	
down	and	shaved	out	to	give	it	a	nice	finish,	one	of	
the	 last	 things	we’d	 do	 is	wire	 in	 the	 ridge.	 Then	
we’ll	 go	 round	 the	 eves	 and	 barges	 (bottom	 and	
side	 of	 the	 thatch)	 with	 a	 pair	 of	 shears	 and	 cut	
them	 nice	 and	 sharp	 to	 give	 a	 good	 finish,	 and	
that’s	it	really”.		

TOOLS	OF	THE	TRADE	
A	good	protective	pair	of	knee	pads	is	essential	as	the	working	position	for	a	thatcher	is	semi-kneeling	on	
the	rungs	of	a	 ladder,	which	can	otherwise	play	havoc	with	 the	 joints.	But	very	 few	tools	are	needed	–	
shears,	 a	mallet	 for	 driving	 in	 the	 spars,	 and	 a	 couple	 of	 other	 specialist	 items	which	 Luke	 described.	
“There’s	a	‘spar	hook’,	like	a	small	billhook,	that’s	used	for	cutting	hazel	spars	and	liggers*,	and	a	‘leggett’	
which	 is	 just	 a	 square	 aluminium	 plate	 with	
depressions	drilled	out,	used	for	dressing	up”.	 I	had	
seen	 Luke	 using	 this	 plate,	 mounted	 on	 a	 wooden	
handle	at	an	angle	for	ease	of	working	on	a	pitched	
roof,	and	for	the	sake	of	clarity	I	think	I	should	point	
out	that	 in	a	thatching	context,	 ‘dressing	up’	means	
catching	 the	 reed	 ends	 and	 driving	 them	 into	 the	
thatch.		

LONGEVITY	AND	COST	
The	 roofing	 material	 itself	 is,	 of	 course,	 not	
waterproof,	but	on	a	thatched	roof	 the	rainwater	 is	
constantly	forming	drops	by	dripping	from	one	piece	
of	 straw	 to	 the	 next.	 This	 keeps	 the	water	 in	 small	
amounts	as	it	flows	over	the	roof,	and	as	long	as	the	
thatch	 is	 at	 a	 steep	 enough	 angle	 and	 the	 roof	
structures	create	a	minimum	pitch	of	45	degrees,	water	will	not	penetrate	more	than	an	inch	or	so.	The	
drier	the	environment	the	better,	but	as	it’s	an	organic	material,	in	places	where	the	pitch	may	be	near	or	
below	the	minimum,	for	example	above	windows,	these	portions	of	the	roof	will	 inevitably	decay	more	
rapidly.		

How	long	should	it	last?	In	Luke’s	view,	“It	should	be	25	years	plus,	depending	on	the	area,	trees	around	it,	
the	pitch	of	the	roof,	etc.	The	rain	gradually	wears	it	away,	back	to	the	straw	bond	with	the	spars	in;	water	
runs	down	the	spars	into	the	base	coat	and	starts	to	penetrate.	It’s	worse	in	the	valleys	of	the	roof	where	
all	the	water	comes	down	–	that	will	be	the	first	place	to	go	-	but	older	houses	have	a	steeper	pitch,	so	
there	should	be	no	excuse	for	the	roof	not	lasting”.	

There’s	a	widespread	belief	that	a	thatched	roof	is	very	expensive.	The	craft	is	very	labour	intensive,	so	by	
far	the	largest	part	of	a	thatcher’s	bill,	perhaps	60-75%,	is	made	up	of	labour	costs,	even	more	if	you	want	
a	fancy	ridge	decoration.	When	I	asked	Luke	about	this,	he	told	me,	“It’s	said	there’s	not	a	lot	of	difference	
in	cost	between	thatch	and	slate	roofs”,	and	elsewhere	I	read	that	labour	charges	are	much	the	same	as	
other	building	professions.	The	difference,	of	course,	is	that	thatch	will	require	attention	more	frequently	
than	a	tiled	roof......	but	it	does	look	very	attractive.	

THE	THATCHING	BUSINESS	
In	trying	to	understand	all	this,	I	was	benefiting	from	the	best	part	of	27	years	of	skill	and	experience	that	
Luke	had	acquired	in	the	thatching	business.	“I	didn’t	do	very	well	at	school,	but	my	uncle	was	a	thatcher	
in	the	New	Forest,	so	straight	out	of	school	 I	did	a	5-year	apprenticeship	with	him.”	When	I	asked	Luke	
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Tools	and	materials	(l-r)	spars,	mallet,	legget	and	
shears

Straw	binds	and	spars



what	satisfactions	he	gets	out	of	it,	he	said,	“It’s	nice	to	look	back	when	a	job’s	finished	and	it	looks	nice	
and	smart	and	yellow,	but	the	rest	of	the	time	it’s	pretty	hard	work,	especially	if	the	weather’s	bad.	That’s	
the	worst	of	it	–	there	aren’t	too	many	nice	days	for	thatching.	The	part	I	like	least	is	stripping	off	the	old	
thatch,	 especially	when	 it’s	wet	 and	heavy,	 and	 in	 a	 baking	 summer,	 it’s	 filthy	 and	dusty.	 The	 constant	
wind	makes	it	harder	work.	It’s	got	to	be	done,	but	if	you	took	that	part	of	the	job	away	it	would	make	it	a	
lot	easier.	And	if	you	lose	a	week	to	the	weather	at	the	beginning	of	February,	it	puts	you	behind	for	the	
year.”	When	I	mentioned	that,	at	least,	we	hadn’t	had	any	snow	this	year,	surprisingly	Luke	replied,	“We	
work	in	the	snow	–	it’s	better	than	rain	because	it’s	less	wet”.	

Luke	lives	on	the	edge	of	the	Quantocks,	but	at	Church	Cottages	he’s	working	for	Taunton	thatcher,	Simon	
Glauert.	“Simon	was	busy	and	all	the	thatchers	talk.	 If	someone	is	short	of	work	or	has	too	much	on,	 it	
quickly	sorts	itself	out.	Like	me,	Simon	is	a	one	man	band,	and	I’ve	ended	up	giving	him	a	hand	from	from	
time	 to	 time,	 and	 at	 other	 times	 I	 go	 off	 and	 do	 my	 own	 stuff	 or	 help	 out	 other	 thatchers.	 And	 if	
somebody	gets	 a	big	 job,	we	all	 jump	on	 together.	Although	 I’m	working	on	my	own	 this	 time,	 there’s	
usually	two	of	us	on	a	job,	and	there	can	be	as	many	as	five	on	a	big	job.”	

“We’re	 busy	 enough	 now.	 The	 rest	 of	 the	 year	 could	 be	 booked	 out	 quite	 easily.	 There’s	 no	
youngsterscoming	into	it	really	–	they	don’t	seem	to	want	to	do	it.	East	Devon,	there’s	some	younger	ones	
down	there,	around	their	late	20s,	but	nothing	in	West	Somerset	–	late	30s	would	be	the	youngest.”	Luke	

agreed	that	an	order	book	that	extends	for	the	best	part	
of	a	year	is	better	than	most	businesses	can	boast.	And	
when	I	put	it	to	him	that,	with	an	estimated	50,000	or	so	
thatched	roofs	in	Britain,	nobody	doing	away	with	them,	
and	few	youngsters	learning	the	craft,	sooner	or	later	his	
prices	are	going	to	go	up,	he	said,	“Let’s	hope	so!”		

My	 grateful	 thanks	 to	 Simon	 Glauert	 of	 Complete	
Thatch,	 to	 Jonathan	 McHugh	 whose	 cottage	 has	 been	
receiving	 the	 TLC	 that	 prompted	 this	 article,	 and	
especially	 to	 Luke	Miness	 for	 his	 time	 and	 patience.	 If	
you	 would	 like	 to	 read	 more,	 there’s	 a	 fascinating	
website	-	thatchinginfo.com	

*Oh	 yes,	 and	 what’s	 a	 ‘ligger’?	 Well,	 if	 I	 understand	
correctly	(which	is	far	from	certain	after	my	hour-and-a-half	crash	course	in	the	principles	of	thatching),	
it’s	 a	 split	wooden	 stick	 of	 hazel	 or	willow,	 used	 in	 conjunction	with	 thatching	 spars	 to	 hold	 down	 the	
longer	 reeds	 used	 on	 the	 ridge,	 and	 together	 they	make	 the	 decorative	 finish	 you	 see	 on	 the	 ridge	 at	
Church	Cottages.	

Photos	and	words	by	Brian	Goddard	
What’s	been	on?	

BLAGDON	HILL	

The	village	walk	took	place	on	March	15th	with	the	least	number	of	participants	so	far.	Just	2	of	us	set	out	
from	 the	 Lamb	 and	 Flag,	 in	 the	 rain,	 to	 wade	 through	 torrents	 and	 mud	 for	 a	 couple	 of	 hours.	 It	 was	
invigorating	and	we	managed	to	remain	cheerful	(though	not	dry).	We	must	assume	the	rest	of	the	village	is	
in	corona	virus	related	self	isolation.The	next	village	walk	is	scheduled	for	Saturday	May	30th	so	please	make	
a	note	in	your	diary,	as	we	did	feel	a	little	lonely	…We	will	keep	you	posted.	

Lucy	Paisley	

CORFE																			
The	Leap	Year	Quiz!	

The	 Covid-19	 virus	 was	 a	 distant	 threat	 when	 the	 Corfe	 Quiz	 last	 month	 attracted	 a	 record	 number	 of	
number	 of	 quizzers.	 We	 had	 a	 thoroughly	 enjoyable	 evening	 with	 Nick,	 our	 fantastic	 quiz	 master.	 He	
produces	some	super	topics	for	us	to	fathom	and	exercise	our	grey	cells,	hopefully	keeping	us	all	alert	and	
knowledgeable.		A	tidy	£300	was	made	which	all	goes	towards	the	on-going	upkeep	of	the	hall	and	hopefully	
a	dishwasher	in	the	kitchen	soon!	
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Ridge	decorated	with	liggers	and	spars



There	were	a	few	new	teams	entering	this	time	too.	It	was	good	to	see	a	younger	team	of	lads	who	did	very	
well	and	a	couple	of	teams	all	the	way	from	Pitminster!	They	enjoyed	it	so	much	that	they	have	requested	
another	one	in	aid	of	the	bell	fund.	You	may	already	know	that	the	7th	bell	at	St	Andrews	Church	has	cracked	
and	will	need	a	tidy	amount	to	repair!		

The	atmosphere	 is	always	one	of	gentle	competition	and	neighbourly	rivalry.	We’ll	 let	you	know	when	the	
next	quiz	can	be	arranged.	

What’s	OFF?		! 				

Unfortunately,	due	to	concerns	relating	to	the	Coronavirus	and	in	accordance	with	
advice	from	HMG	we	are	disappointed	to	confirm	the	following	events	will	now	
not	take	place	as	scheduled:	

Blagdon	Hill	
-Sports	Fun	Day	2	May	
-Open	gardens	in	Blagdon	Hill,	Angersleigh	and	Lowton	24	and	25	May	
-Annual	Fete	and	Dog	Show	6	June	

The	anticipated	income	from	the	above	together	with	the	Annual	Quiz,	was	around	£13,000	which	is	vital	
to	 run	 the	 Playing	 Field	 which	 costs	 around	 £12,000	 per	 annum.	 In	 addition,	 all	 football	 and	 cricket	
matches	are	cancelled	for	the	foreseeable	future	which	means	loss	of	income	from	hire	charges.	

We	are	considering	running	an	event	in	the	Autumn	to	celebrate	a	return	to	normal	life	–	hopefully	–	but,	
of	course,	this	will	not	cover	our	losses.			 	 	 	 	 		 	 Playing	Field	Association	

Corfe		
All	activities	in	the	Village	Hall	and	the	following	are	cancelled	until	further	notice	

- Corfe	Parish	Council	AGM	5	May	

- Fete	30	May	On	14th	March,	Bryony	Shaw,	Secretary	of	Corfe	Fete	wrote:	

- 	"Due	to	the	ongoing	Corona	virus	situation,	we	have	taken	the	decision	to	cancel	this	year's	
Corfe	Fete.	We	believe	this	is	the	right	and	responsible	decision	to	safeguard	the	health	and	
wellbeing	of	visitors	and	volunteers	alike.	Thanks	for	everything	you	have	done	for	the	Fete.	
We'll	be	back	again	next	year	and	hope	you	can	continue	to	join	in	with	this	fabulous	event.”	

- SpringFlower	show	28	May	

- Cream	teas	in	aid	of	Cancer	Research	UK	10	June	

Pitminster	
	-History	Group	meeting	1	quiz	9	May	

There	will	be	NO	Church	services	in	Corfe	and	Pitminster	and	the	following	activities	are	also	
cancelled	until	further	notice:	

Arts	Society	events	
Churchinford	Film	Club	
CICCIC	
Corfelifts	
Garden	Society	
Repair	Cafes	
WI	meetings	

Coming	back…….!				" 	Blackdown		Farmers’	Market	@Corfe…Watch	this	space	

�5



A Message from Corfe Parish Council – Update (24 March) 
 All	of	the	information	we’ve	published	in	recent	days	and	any	other	CV-related	links	can	be	found	
on	the	village	website	–	www.corfevillagesomerset.org.uk	Please	let	everyone	you	know	in	the	
village	that	this	is	the	best	place	to	look	for	information.	

Helplines	
 
	Just	to	remind	you	we’ve	set	up	mobile	phone	numbers	which	you	can	call	if	you	need	help.	All	the	
numbers	will	be	available	between	8am	and	6pm.	Call	if	you	need	help	or	just	a	chat	if	you’re	
isolated	and	feeling	lonely.  
	  
	-	07465	405533	(Sammie	Millard-Jones)  
	-	07999	708937	(John	Harrison)  
	-	07395	932428	(Brian	Lenthall)  
	-	07519	096009	(David	Bradbeer)  
	-	07385	792954	(Jane	Sanders)	
 
	Residents	can	also	contact	the	village	email	address	–	corfeparishclerk@live.com 
The	account	will	be	monitored	constantly,	so	get	in	touch	if	you	need	anything.	
 
	There’s	also	the	Corfe	Facebook	page:	https://www.facebook.com/corfesomerset/	
	If	you	are	not	on	the	mailing	list,	then	register	at: 
https://www.corfevillagesomerset.org.uk/join-the-mailing-list/ 
	  
Volunteers 
	  
We	have	created	a	group	of	volunteers	to	cover	all	parts	of	the	village	who	can	help	with	shopping.	If	
you	call	the	helplines,	we’ll	seek	out	a	volunteer	to	help	you. 
	  
Village	Hall	and	The	Queen’s	Acre  
	  
As	a	village	we	recognise	that	it’s	impossible	for	us	to	keep	our	residents	and	visitors	safe	in	the	
communal	spaces	that	we	operate.	In	the	interests	of	everyone’s	safety	and	wellbeing	the	Village	
Hall,	Queen’s	Acre,	and	its	associated	play	area	are	now	closed	to	the	public	and	the	gate	has	been	
locked.	We	thank	you	for	your	understanding	in	our	efforts	to	help	enforce	social	distancing. 
	  
Please	also	note	that	the	Village	Hall	is	no	longer	taking	bookings	and	all	village	events	have	been	
cancelled.	The	Corfe	Village	AGM	scheduled	for	5	May	will	now	take	place	later	in	the	year. 
	  
The	White	Hart	
 
	Stef	and	Jo	at	The	White	Hart	have	really	gone	the	extra	mile,	however,	they	have	now	been	told	to	
self-isolate	and	so	will	no	longer	be	able	to	offer	a	takeaway	service.  
	  
A	MASSIVE	THANK	YOU	TO	THE	GIRLS	FOR	ALL	THEIR	EFFORTS.	
 
	Fresh	Fish		
Frank	the	fish	man	will	come	on	a	Tuesdays	at	Corfe	Village	Hall	 
or	will	deliver	to	your	house	if	preferred.	He	can	be	contacted	on	07929	420236	or	01823	277669.  
	  
Other	Food	
Check	out	the	website	for	offers	of	Thai	food	and	eggs.	
 
	Corfelifts  
		On	19th	March,	Ken	Brown,	Secretary	of	Corfelifts	wrote,	"Having	carefully	looked	at	the	advice	from	HMG,	
Corfelifts	service	is	being	suspended	for	the	time	being,	as	we	have	many	drivers	and	passengers	in	the	
vulnerable	groups	who	should	not	be	exposed	to	any	unnecessary	risks." 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Blackdown Beauty 
 
 

Blackdown Beauty & Complementary   
Therapies  

 

Corfe  
 

Luxury treatments at affordable 
prices 

 

Lash & Brow (Waxing/tinting/
shaping), Manicure/Pedicure, Facials 

& Waxing. 
 

Reiki, Reflexology, Aromatherapy, 
Indian Head Massage & Holistic 

Massage. 
 

Gift vouchers. 
 
 

For more information or an appointment, 
please contact Sophie Wallis on: 07808 

727502 or e-mail: 
  

 
Website: www.sophiewallis.co.uk 

 
SCREWLOOSE 

 
Property Maintenance 

For all those jobs you have  
been meaning to do….. 

Carpentry 
Decorating 
Plumbing 

Tiling 
Patio  Cleaning 

Garden  Maintenance 
Flatpack assembly 

Fixing blinds and curtain poles 
 
 

In fact for any DIY 
Contact Trevor 

Office 01823 279122 
 

 
   

Blackdown 
Storage 

 
• Self-storage 

for all your storage needs 
• Household and trade 

 

• Clean, dry, safe, CCTV 
 

• Easy access 7 days/week 
• 10 mins Taunton, J 25, A303 
• 5 mins to A358 

 
 

Contact Mark or Julie Pope 
 

Staple Farm, Staple Fitzpaine, 
 Taunton, TA3 5BE 

01823 480282 
info@blackdownstorage.co.uk 

 
www.blackdownstorage.co.uk 

 

blackdownbeauty@outlook.com

Email: screwloosemaintenance@gmail.com
Website: screwloosepropertymaintenance.co.uk
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HOLIDAY COTTAGE

Elm Farm Cottage, Blagdon Hill, available for 
short breaks or longer stays. Three 
bedroom, character cottage with large 
inglenook fireplace. Recently renovated, fully 
furnished and equipped to a high standard.

Please	 contact	 Rachel	 Barnes	 Tel	 07763/342782	
Email	 rmbarnes125@gmail.com

Heale Farm Landscaping

We	are	local	family	business	with	an	
experienced	team	of	landscapers.	We	would	

be	
pleased	to	visit	you	and	discuss	how	we	

help.	We	offer	a	wide	range	of	landscaping	ser-	
vices	including	paving,	walls,	water	features,	
decking,	turfing,	ground	clearance,	planting	

schemes,	tree	surgery,	fencing	etc.	
Winners	Best	in	Show	Taunton	Flower	Show	

2014,	2015,2018	and	2019	

On	a	larger	scale	we	are	involved	in	paddock/	
field	fencing	and	hedging,	construction	and	

fencing	of	horse	arenas	etc.	

A	friendly	and	professional	service	can	always	
be	found	by	contacting	

Sally	or	Duncan	



BLAGDON	HILL	&	PITMINSTER	–	CORONAVIRUS	–	SOURCES	OF	HELP	IN	THE	VILLAGE	

Information	 on	 the	 Coronavirus	 and	 where	 to	 access	 help	 can	 be	 found	 on	 a	 Facebook	 group	
‘Coronavirus	Community	Help	Taunton	–	Blagdon	Hill	&	Churchinford’		links	as	follows:	

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2606894846099943/	Blagdon	Hill	

https://www.facebook.com/groups/454483478604940/	Pitminster	

The	 offers	 of	 help	 via	 these	 Facebook	 pages	 for	 Blagdon	 Hill	 come	 from	 some	 volunteers	 in	 the	
village	 for	 those	 who	 are	 self-isolating.	 	 One	 of	 the	 coordinators	 is	Adele	 Trotman	 (Elm	 House,	
Blagdon	Hill,	421728	or	07979	223426)	and	you	may	well	have	received	a	leaflet	through	your	door	
with	more	details.	 	They	are	offering	to	pick	up	shopping,	post	mail,	make	a	friendly	phone	call,	get	
in	urgent	supplies	or	walk	your	dog	–	in	fact,	anything	they	can	reasonably	do.		Adele	could	put	you	
in	touch	with	other	coordinators	in	Blagdon	Hill.	

Adrian	Whatmore	 from	 Pitminster	 Parish	 Council	 is	 also	 compiling	 a	 list	 of	 people	 in	 the	 parish	
willing	to	help	and	is	setting	up	a	database.	 	 	Please	contact	him	if	you	wish	to	offer	or	receive	help	
on	pitminsterparishnews@gmail.com	

The	drivers	from	Village	Spirit	Community	Car	Scheme	have	also	offered	to	help	with	shopping	etc.		
Contact	07926	148075	between	10am	and	4pm.	

Lots	of	of	very	kind	offers	of	help	have	been	received	and	please	 let	us	know	if	you	need	support	
during	this	unprecedented	time.	All	the	above	information	is	correct	at	the	time	of	publication	but	
the	situation	is	fast	moving	so	please	check	local	and	national	news	media.		

This	shows	a	community	working	together	and	leaping	into	action	to	help	friends	and	neighbours.		I	
think	we	can	all	appreciate	the	plus	side	of	living	in	a	village	during	a	crisis.		We	are	very	lucky	to	live	
amongst	so	many	kind	and	generous	people.		

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
The	Queens	Arms	has	opened	a	Community	shop	stocking	
basic	commodities	such	as	bread,	eggs,	milk	and	fresh	
vegetables.		

Roz	Meikle	

Photo	of	Queens	Arms	Community	Shop-Harry	Yoxall	

Information	about	the	virus	can	be	found	at:	
https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-response	
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-
vulnerable-people	

�10

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2606894846099943/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/454483478604940/
mailto:pitminsterparishnews@gmail.com
https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-response
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-people


EDITORIAL		-The	Way	We	Live	Now	

We’re	very	saddened	by	 the	theft	of	 lead	 from	the	south	and	north	aisles	of	our	grade	1	
listed	Church.	The	roof	over	the	south	aisle	was	stripped	in	(we	think)	the	small	hours	of	27	
February.	 Incredibly,	 the	 thieves	 came	back	 in	 the	early	hours	of	 9	March	 to	 remove	 the	
lead	 from	 the	 north	 aisle	 but	were	 fortunately	 thwarted	 before	 they	 could	 get	 the	 lead,	
which	they	had	stripped	and	rolled	up,	off	the	roof.	

It’s	 not	 just	 the	 cynical	 opportunism,	
resulting	 in	 significant	 water	 ingress	 during	
the	 recent	 bad	 weather,	 putting	 at	 risk	 the	
organ	 which	 was	 refurbished	 in	 2002	 at	 a	
cost	of	£20,000.	It’s	not	even	the	paperwork	
and	 admin	 the	 theft	 inevitably	 generates	
with	 reports	 to	 and	 discussions	 with	 the	
Police,	 the	 Insurers,	 the	 Listed	 Building	
people	at	English	Heritage	and	the	Diocesan	
Advisory	Board.	 It’s	 the	 	 sense	of	 our	 small	
community	 having	 been	 deliberately	
targeted	and	violated	and	all	 for	the	sake	of	
a	 meagre	 couple	 of	 grand	 of	 dirty	 money.	
Any	reputable	dealer	would	have	known	the	
lead	was	of	dubious	origin	and	in	any	event	it	
was	 marked	 with	 Smart	 Water.	 So	 the	
thieves	wouldn’t	even	have	got	top	dollar.	

Photo:	Adrian	Whatmore		

Small	communities	have	suffered	a	number	of	reverses	over	recent	years	in	the	light	of	changing	
economic	and	societal	conditions.	Pubs	in	particular	have	been	badly	affected	and	we’re	fortunate	
indeed	 to	 have	 three	 pubs	 still	 in	 our	 villages.	 But	we	have	 no	 shops,	 school,Post	Office,	 petrol	
station,	bus	service	(to	speak	of)	or	reliable,	efficient	broadband.	Not	even	a	mobile	library.	

What	we	do	have	is	each	other.	And	it’s	up	to	all	of	us	who	live	in	and	cherish	our	community	to	be	
vigilant	 and	 to	 do	 our	 bit	 if	we	 see	 anything	 suspicious	 or	 anti-social.	 And	 to	 pick	 up	 litter	 and	
report	broken	drains	and	potholes.	

What	a	contrast	between	the	values	exhibited	by	the	thieves	who	made	off	with	the	lead	with	no	
thought	 for	anyone	but	themselves	and	the	craftsmanship	of	 the	Master	Thatcher,	 repairing	and	
renewing	a	roof	to	provide	warmth	and	shelter	and	for	all	to	admire	and	enjoy.	

I’ve	been	looking	for	silver	linings	in	all	this	murk.	The	south	aisle	roof	has	always	leaked,	despite	
receiving	a	lot	of	attention.	We	now	have	an	opportunity	to	effect	a	permanent	repair	with	more	
effective,	modern	building	materials	which	just	aren’t	worth	stealing.		

When	we	were	looking	back	at	the	Church	slightly	crestfallen	after	the	first	theft,	Rector	Jim	said	
he’d	 been	 praying	 for	ways	 in	which	 our	 community	 could	 come	 together.	While	we	would	 not	
have	wished	it	to	be	this	way	(and	if	so,	then	He	truly	does	work	in	mysterious	ways),	perhaps	this	
might	yet	be	a	catalyst	to	strengthen	our	sense	of	community	and	remind	us	we	must	cherish	what	
we	hold	most	dear.	And	there’s	no	greater	need	for	that	than	right	now.	

John	Wakefield	
Editors	

Brian	Goddard				briangoddard@waitrose.com		
					Gaynor	Lewis						mrsgaynorlewis@hotmail.co.uk	

															Roz	Meikle					rozmeikle@icloud.com	
											John	Wakefield				johnnwakefield@btinternet.com	

																					Editor	emeritus	John	Crosby	cjohncrosby@doctors.org.uk		
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The	Blackdown	HillsTransition	Group	Repair	Café	 participated	 in	 the	National	Big	 Fix	on	Feb	15th	
and	what	a	great	day	it	was.	Some	basic	data	collected	on	the	day:	

The	 incoming	 receptionists	 recorded	 249	 registration	 forms.	 However,	 several	 of	 these	 contained	
more	than	one	item,	especially	in	the	case	of	knife	sharpening.	The	total	of	actual	items	which	the	
Volunteer	Repairers	handled	was	363.Of	this	total	289	items	were	repaired	or	fixed,	with	another	17	
items	taken	offsite	to	repair	and	18	items	required	parts	and	advice	was	given,	leaving	only	39	items	
that	could	not	be	repaired.  
38	Volunteer	Repairers	were	present	at	this	event,	together	with	10	In	Admin	and	24	assisting	either	
on	the	Floor	or	helping	out	 in	the	Café	providing	bacon	rolls,	 tea	coffee	and	 	donated	homemade	
cakes.  
None	 of	 the	 volunteers	 receives	 any	 remuneration,	 giving	 their	 time	 and	 knowledge	 free	 to	 the	
events.  
Tools	repaired	and/or	Sharpened	–	132,	Electrical	items	-		55,	Items	requiring	Sewing	–	65,	Furniture	
and	Wooden	Items	-	10	,Computers	and	the	like	-		8 
Bicycles	–	8	and	Miscellaneous	Items	(including	clocks	and	watches,	jewellery,	ceramics	etc)	–	85. 
Customers	came	from	all	the	Villages	and	Towns	in	the	Vicinity. 
105	in	a	5	mile	radius	of	Hemyock	and	the	remainder	of	258	further	afield.  
A	big	thank	you	to	all	who	attended,	and	especially	all	the	volunteers. 
One	of	 the	associated	benefits	of	all	 the	Repair	Cafes	has	been	that	we	have	been	able	to	plough	
back	 into	 local	 environmental	 community	 sustainable	 projects	 £1500	 of	 money	 donated.	 Eight	
applications	 were	 received	 following	 publicity	 for	 up	 to	 £250	 grants.	 Going	 to	 press	 the	 final	
decisions	have	yet	to	be	made	but	likely	beneficiaries	are	local	schools	and	environmental	projects.		
 
Information	supplied	by	Jim	Rogan 
An	upside	to	the	current	crisis	we	are	facing	with	Coronavirus	has	been	the	way	the	communities	in	
the	Blackdown	Hills	have	come	together	to	help	and	assist	those	who	have	been	unable	to	fend	for	
themselves.	The	pubs	have	taken	to	becoming	local	shops	and	takeaways,	neighbours	have	delivered	
essential	goods	and	services	including	prescriptions	to	those	unable	to	get	out.	It	has	galvanised	
community	support	networks	in	order	to	ensure		as	many	of	us	as	possible	get	through	the	crisis	
unharmed.	
This	working	together	and	promoting	community	support	networks	is	a	fundamental	requirement	
and	an	essential	objective	of	the	Transition	movement	in	order	to	promote	local	sustainability.	

Blackdown	Hills	Transition	Group’s	Community	Fund.	

The	Blackdown	Hills	Transition	Group	through	its	various	activities	e.g.	Repair	Café	and	Apple	days	
have	been	fortunate	to	be	able	to	offer	some	small	grants	funded	by		donations	at	our	events	in	order	
to	support	local	environment	improvements.	Seven	local	groups		applied	and	have	each	received	
£250	to	progress	their	objectives.	They	are	:	

1.	Churchstanton	Primary	School	-	Local	Hedge	Regeneration	Project.	
2.	Hemyock	Primary	School	-	Kitchen	Garden	Project.	
3.	Blackdown	Hills	Community	Bus	-	Providing	A	Service	To	The	Community.	
4.	Repair	at	Home	and	Skills	Share	Scheme.	
5.	CBO	News	-		Schools	Climate	Change	Project.	
6.	Hemyock	-	Longmead	Environmental	Action	Project	-		Raised	Vegetable	Bed.	
7.		Hemyock	-		Wildflower	Verge	Project.	

We	have	cancelled	all	future		Repair	Cafés	until	further	notice	

�12



�13

The	White	Hart	Inn	
Corfe,	Taunton	TA3	7BU	

	

	
	

Under	New	Management	
Why	not	come	in	and	give	us	a	try!	

	
Tel	01823	421	388	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

Mobile	Hairdresser	
	
	

All	aspects	of	
Ladies,	Gents	and		

Children’s	hairdressing	
	

	

	
Cutting	,	Perming,	Colouring	

undertaken	
	
	
	
	

Contact	Katrina		on		
01823	3515629	
or	07870439312	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	

	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	
	 	 	

	
	

Tuesday-Saturday														 	 	 	 	
12-2.30pm																					 	

						5pm-close																											 	 	 	 								
																	Sundays																																			
																	12-4pm	
															

	 	
	 	 	 	

	
	 	 	 	 	

	
	 	

	

   
    
     

  
 

  

 Thursday night Steak night
 Sirloin, T bone, Rump, Ribeye

Booking advisable

         

   
    

  
 

     Muddy boots and dogs welcome

    
     

  
 

Macmillan Coffee & Chat 
3rd Friday of every month 

Pitminster
TAUNTON TA3 7AZ
01823 421529

     

    

A warm welcome awaits all!

  
	

15th Century traditional Country Pub
serving good home cooked, locally sourced food 

fine wines, local beers and lagers
Gin bar

tea & coffee

  The Queens Arms

Working in partnership with 

Drop your recyclables into Compass Wellbeing or Compass Disability Services, 

Taunton, TA1 1BH. Taunton Shopmobility, TA1 3PF.  Bedrock Furniture, 

Bridgwater, TA6 4PN. Nurtured By Nature, Wellington, TA21 8NR 

or King Alfred Inn, Burrowbridge, TA7 0RB 

 For more info call 01823 475250

All proceeds support Compass Disability Services.  Charity Number 1099376

    We recycle  
baby food pouches

Any Brand of Baby Food Pouches & caps

We recycle personal care & 
beauty packaging

Full details at http://bit.ly/CDSCashNotTrash

Any brand of plastic roll-on deodorant. Flexible 
plastic wipes packaging, pots, tubs and tubes, pumps 

and triggers from health and beauty products 

Sorry NO bottle tops, trigger 

sprays from cleaning 

products, pet food pouches, 

meat/fish trays or other 

plastic that is not listed

We recycle air & home and 
laundry care packaging

Every item recycled generates a cash donation

Any brand of cracker, biscuit or cake 
wrapper including the sleeves & 

individual wrappers from multi packs 
& any Mcvitie's Nibble Packs

We recycle cracker, biscuit & 
cake wrappers

We recycle tootbrushes & 
toothpaste tubes 

Any brand of toothpaste tubes, caps and 
packaging. Any brand of toothbrush, brush 

heads or packaging  

We recycle crisp packets 
Any brand of crisp packet, small, 

large or outer sleeve of multipacks 

Any brand of Flexible plastic wipes 
packaging, Laundry detergent and dishwasher flexible 

pouches & plastics associated with air fresheners  

We recycle bread packaging 
Any brand of bread packaging 

made from LDPE plastic 

We recycle chocolate and 
sweet wrappers

Any brand of plastic chocolate or sweet pouch or bag, 
chocolate bar wrapper or multipack outer sleeve  



The	Pitminster	Charity	281105	

In	December	2019	 I	 became	 chairman	of	 the	Pitminster	Charity	 in	 succession	 to	Mr	Bryan	
Thomas.	It	is	said	that	charity	begins	at	home	and	the	Pitminster	Charity	aims	to	do	just	that,	
making	funds	available	to	individuals	and	organisations	within	the	parish.	

In	the	past	the	charity	has	made	grants	to	the	church,	the	playing	field	association,	youth	club	
also	to	individuals	requiring	financial	assistance.		

Financing	 the	 provision	 of	 a	 Piper	 Alarm…..	 Hospital	 parking	 fees,	 involved	with	 a	 lengthy	
hospital	stay	etc.	

As	a	charity	we	attempt	to	identify	possible	recipients	through	the	village	agent	network	and	
the	 church.	 If	 you	 are	 aware	 of	 an	 individual	 or	 organisation	which	would	 benefit	 from	 a	
grant,	please	contact	me.	

Each	 application	 will	 be	 viewed	 by	 the	 trustees	 on	 its	 individual	 merits	 and	 where	
appropriate	an	individual	will	be	required	to	complete	a	short	means	test.	

Adrian	Whatmore	Chairman	of	the	Pitminster	Charity	

01823	421	751					adrianwhatmore248@btinternet.com	

CHARITY	FOR	ALLOTMENTS,	CORFE,	SOMERSET	

Dating	 back	 to	 the	 previous	 century	 there	was	 a	 strip	 of	 land	 near	 Pickeridge	Golf	 Course	
which	was	used	for	allotments	for	residents	in	the	Parish	of	Corfe.	By	1981	the	demand	for	
the	allotments	had	fallen	away,	so	the	land	was	sold	and	the	Charity	for	Allotments	was	set	
up	 with	 the	 money	 invested	 via	 the	 Charity	 Commission	 in	 order	 to	 generate	 an	 annual	
income	for	future	use.		

The	rules	of	the	scheme	allow	for	payments	or	grants	to	be	made	to	support	anyone	resident	
in	the	Parish	of	Corfe	who	are	in	conditions	of	need,	hardship	or	distress.	In	addition,	income	
can	also	be	used	to	help	with	the	upkeep	of	a	recreation	ground	or	grounds	for	the	benefit	
for	the	inhabitants	of	the	village.	

The	current	Trustees	are	:	Ann	Jeffery	(Chair),	Christine	Bradbeer,	Audrey	Derrick,	David	Royle	
and	Barbara	Fierek.	

Over	the	last	few	years	the	Charity	has	supported	:	the	provision	of	Taunton	Deane	Helplines	
enabling	 vulnerable	 parishioners	 to	 live	 more	 independently,	 the	 insurance	 premium	 for	
Corfe	Lifts,	a	donation	to	Corfe	Parish	Council	to	help	with	the	maintenance	of	Queens	Acre,	
a	 summer	 outing	 for	 some	 of	 the	 residents	 of	 the	 village	 and	 Christmas	 boxes	 for	 some	
people	in	the	village,	plus	a	few	specific	requests	for	financial	support.	

The	Trustees	meet	three	times	a	year	and	if	you	feel	you,	or	someone	you	know	(of	any	age),	
would	 benefit	 from	 support	 from	 the	 Charity	 then	 please	 feel	 free	 to	 contact	 any	 of	 the	
Trustees	or	myself.	This	will	of,	course,	be	in	complete	confidence.	

Keith	Gosling	(Clerk	to	the	Charity)				(keithgosling2@gmail.com	and	01823	421789)	
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WALK,	LOOK,	COUNT	
 
The frightening fact is that Britain now has less than 5% of the unimproved 
grassland meadows it once enjoyed. We are so lucky that nearby we are 
surrounded by several of these special meadows which are being kept as nature 
reserves. Quants (or Buckland Wood) Adcombe, Mount Fancy, Wych Lodge and 
Yarty Mire are all on our doorstep. 

 

These unimproved meadows together with their woodland edges are so 
important for the wildlife they support. Butterflies are particularly significant as 
indicator species, telling us how well or how badly our environment is doing, and 
also the impact of climate change on it. You may well remember or recall your 
parents telling you, that clouds of butterflies used to be a common sight. Not 
anymore. Despite the joyful sightings of many Painted Lady Butterflies or Jersey 
Tiger Moths last year, in general butterflies are in serious decline.  

We are fortunate in that there are records going back to the 1950s for the 
varieties and numbers of butterflies spotted on some of our local reserves each 
year. Butterfly Conservation have established transects (just a fixed route) for 
most of these local reserves. Several local residents have undertaken to walk a 
transect each week, recording the butterfly species seen and their numbers, 
counted on that day. These records are then put on BC’s national database. The 
great thing about butterflies is that they will only fly when it’s relatively warm 
and sunny, with little wind, mostly during the summer months and only during 
daytime hours, ideal conditions for being out and about going for that walk!  

The other good thing about identifying and counting butterflies is that in Britain 
we only have (had) 59 species, and in our local reserves the range of species to 
be expected is even smaller! So getting to recognise them is not too challenging. 
In any case, there are always experts willing to help. Of our local butterflies, 
some are species in critical national decline. Our transect walks have become 
important in measuring whether these species are still here, whether they are 
just holding on or whether they are lost to our sites. 



Tony	Spiess	

Baby	Trees	Scheme.	

I	notice	in	a	recent	copy	of	Somerset	Gazette	an	article	about	the	“Baby	Trees	Scheme”.	

This	suggests	planting	a	tree	for	every	child	born	in	the	next	3	years	in	Somerset	in	an	attempt	to	improve	
the	environment	of	our	immediate	neighbourhood	and	therefore	improving	it	globally.	This	would	be	costly	
to	Somerset,	already	with	stretched	resources,	but	perhaps	our	local	parishes	could	take	this	on	as	our	birth	
rate	is	not	high?	More	of	a	problem	is	to	find	public	spaces	for	planting.	Corfe	in	particular	has	little	land	that	
is	not	privately	owned,	so	can	we	persuade	 landowners	to	give	a	tree	a	space	?	What	do	you	think	Parish	
Councillors	?	

Gaynor	Lewis	Corfe	Tree	Warden	
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Blackdown Beauty 
 
 

Blackdown Beauty & Complementary   
Therapies  

 

Corfe  
 

Luxury treatments at affordable 
prices 

 

Lash & Brow (Waxing/tinting/
shaping), Manicure/Pedicure, Facials 

& Waxing. 
 

Reiki, Reflexology, Aromatherapy, 
Indian Head Massage & Holistic 

Massage. 
 

Gift vouchers. 
 
 

For more information or an appointment, 
please contact Sophie Wallis on: 07808 

727502 or e-mail: 
treatment@sophiewallis.co.uk  

 
SCREWLOOSE 

 
Property Maintenance 

For all those jobs you have  
been meaning to do….. 

Carpentry 
Decorating 
Plumbing 

Tiling 
Patio  Cleaning 

Garden  Maintenance 
Flatpack assembly 

Fixing blinds and curtain poles 
 
 

In fact for any DIY 
Contact Trevor 

Office 01823 279122 

Blackdown 
Storage 

 
• Self-storage 

for all your storage needs 
• Household and trade 

 

• Clean, dry, safe, CCTV 
 

• Easy access 7 days/week 
• 10 mins Taunton, J 25, A303 
• 5 mins to A358 

 
 

Contact Mark or Julie Pope 
 

Staple Farm, Staple Fitzpaine, 
 Taunton, TA3 5BE 

01823 480282 
info@blackdownstorage.co.uk 

 
www.blackdownstorage.co.uk 

 

WALK,	LOOK,	COUNT	
 
Local	butterfly	species	in	decline	or	already	lost	

   
Duke of Burgundy Marsh Fritillary - upper Marsh Fritillary - underside 

   
Small Pearl Bordered - upper Small Pearl Bordered –under/s Wood White 

But here lies the worry. Like a number of our other transect walkers, I am less 
nimble on my feet each year than I used to be. I need some help to carry on my 
survey at Wych Lodge, and there are other transects locally that also need help 
or worse, just are no longer being recorded. This is not just disappointing but 
really very important. At this key moment for our changing environment we are 
in danger of failing to keep a record of whether things are actually getting worse 
or possibly improving. Sixty years of records could just fizzle out, failing to 
measure what is happening to our wildlife at this crucial time. Can you spare a 
couple of hours once a week between beginning of April and end of September 
and can you be flexible as to which day? Britain does not oblige with fixed sunny 
days! No skills are needed apart from being comfortable walking across roughish 
terrain in secluded (apart perhaps from the odd Longhorn cow) areas.  

If you think you might be able to help or would like to know more or just would 
like to have trial walk, please give me a call on T. 421423 or Email me at 
annaspiess@outlook.com. If you might be interested in walking at Quants or 
Mount Fancy or even are thinking about taking on a transect, in the first instance 
give me a call and I can put you in touch with the right person or arrange for 
you to get some butterfly spotting training! At this crucial stage, with the impact 
of climate change, we need to keep these records going more than ever. Please 
offer to help if you can, even if it’s not every week. 



Churchinford	Film	Club	and	Arts	Society	
	events	are	cancelled	until	further	notice	
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Pitminster WI Newsletter 
March 2020 

We meet on the 4th Wednesday of every month in the Queens Arms.  All Welcome! 
	

Impact of Coronavirus 
We are very sorry to have to tell you that, in the light of instruction from the government, there will be 
no WI meetings until further notice.  We need to keep as many people as safe as possible, 
ensure rigorous protection of the vulnerable and thereby reduce the strain on the health service, 
which is paramount.  Please keep in touch by email and Whatsapp groups and support each other.   
 

Facebook Help Groups  
Roz  kindly sent us these links to Facebook Community Help Taunton groups for Blagdon and 
Churchinford and for Pitminster and Corfe.     
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2606894846099943/	Blagdon	Hill		
https://www.facebook.com/groups/454483478604940/	Pitminster	
 
We started the year in January 2020 on a much lighter note with our New Year Meal in the Queens 
Arms.  Niki really did us proud and provided a delicious meal that was enjoyed by everyone.  The 
Christmas tree had even managed to survive until the end of January for us!   

    

       
 

In February we welcomed Kevin and Pauline Phillips again.  They started off by reminding us of 
the Charleston we did last year and then taught us a new dance (which many of us found rather 
difficult to say the least) the name of which escapes me.  Anyone??  Unfortunately, or then 
again,perhaps fortunately, there is no photographic evidence of the evening.  However, if you did 
manage to take any photographs please forward them to me and I will see if they are fit to share!   

We will be in contact as soon as there is any change in circumstances. 
Keep safe everyone. 
Pam x	
Contact	email:	pam1983fox@hotmail.co.uk 

Meikle



Readers’	Photos						

These	photos	were	sent	in	by	
Jeanie	Usher-Wilson	of	
Blagdon	Hill	from	a	Snowdrop	
Walk	at	Otterford	Lakes	on	
February	9th.	The	first	shows	
a	dam	made	by	indigenous	
beavers.	Photo	3	a	stunningly	
beautiful	Elf	Cap	fungus.	
The	species	of	snowdrop	is	
probably	Galanthus	nivalis.	
Are	you	a	galanthophile/	
snowdrop	junkie,	what	
varieties	do	you	have	&	can	
you	send	us	a	photo?	

Photo	of	a	gnarled	oak	by	Pam	Sharp	
Culinary	Corner	
(sent	in	by	Lorna	Perry)	

Sweet	potato	Stew.		
Ingredients:	
1	tblspn	olive	oil	
1	onion	-finely	chopped		
1/2tspn	cayenne	pepper		
1/4	"	fresh	ginger-	grated	
2	cloves	garlic-	crushed	
1tspn	medium	curry	paste		
350g	sweet	potato	-	chopped	into	1cm	cubes	
225g	chestnut	mushrooms		

300ml	passata	
300ml	vegetable	stock	
250g	spinach	(fresh	or	
frozen)	
2	tblspns	coriander		
4	tblspns	crunchy	
peanut	butter		
Salt	
Pepper	 

METHOD;	
1.	Fry	onion,	garlic,	cayenne	&	ginger	for	5	mins	on	gentle	heat	until	onions	slightly	golden.		
2.	Add	curry	paste	and	cook	,	stirring	for	1-2	minutes.		
3.	Add	potatoes	and	mushrooms	and	cook	for	2	minutes.			
4.	Add	passata	and	stock,	turn	up	the	heat,	bring	to	boiling	point	and	then	turn	down	to	simmer	for	15	-20	
minutes	or	until	sweet	potato	cooked.			
5.	Stir	in	spinach.			
6.	Add	2	tbl	spns	cooking	liquid	in	a	jug	to	the	peanut	butter	to	loosen	it	and	then	return	to	the	pan.	Cook	for	
a	further	2	minutes.	The	peanut	butter	will	thicken	the	sauce.		
7.	Add	coriander	and	serve.		
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BBWB………..	
			BBWB(	Big	Brown	Wading	Bird	)	Ruff	v	Redshank/	Sandpiper,	through	a	pair	of	binoculars.		
	 	Not	quite	a’	twitcher	‘but	always	interested	in	spotting	a	bird	we	ventured	to	Seaton	Wetlands.	We	spied	
lapwings,	godwits,	oyster	catchers,	redshanks	and	curlews.	On	examining	the	“Spotters	Board	“	 I	noticed	a	
ruff	had	been	sighted.	I	scanned	the	marshes	for	a	glimpse	of	this	‘exotic’	bird	with	a	ruff	of	feathers	around	
its	neck,	but	no	luck.How	could	I	miss	it?	
	 	 	 	 	On	returning	home	&	researching	Google	 I	discover	 in	 its	winter	plumage	 it	 looks,	 through	a	pair	 	of	
binoculars,	like	a	redshank	or	perhaps	a	sandpiper	or	perhaps	some	other	BBWB.	However,	the	Ruff	appears	
to	be	a	very	interesting	bird,	check	out	the	‘	satellite	‘	ruffs.	Test	you	next	time!A	good	winter’s	 	day	out	are	
the		Stuart	Line	Bird	Watching	Cruises.	Book	Early	to	avoid	disappointment.	

Gaynor	Lewis	
High	Sheriff’s	Volunteer	Awards	
On	Sunday	9th	 February	 at	Wells	 Cathedral	 Johnnie	Halliday,	High	 Sheriff	 of	 Somerset	 recognised	 the	
good	work	of	volunteers	across	the	county	by	presenting	High	Sheriff	Community	Awards	to:	

Gill	 Brown:	 for	 her	 many	 years	 of	 raising	 money	 for	
Children’s	 Hospice	 South	 West	 and	 her	 care	 for	
vulnerable	 children.	 (right	 of	High	 Sheriff)	 Katy	Massey:	
for	 her	 volunteering	 and	 advocacy	 for	 Mentoring	 Plus	
and	 Bath	 Youth	 Partnership.	 (Left	 of	 High	 Sheriff)	 Peter	
Renshaw:	 for	 his	 multiple	 services	 to	 volunteering	 and	
fundraising	via	Rotary	Taunton,	Somerset	Pride	of	Youth	
Awards,	 and	 for	 League	 of	 Friends	 Musgrove	 Park	
Hospital.	 (Right	on	end)	Lt	Theresa	Torr:	 for	her	services	
to	Taunton	homeless	and	the	extra	mile	she	goes	 in	her	
work	for	the	Salvation	Army.	(Middle	left	of	High	Sheriff)	
Suzie	Wilkinson:	for	her	many	years	of	voluntary	service	
to	 the	 Rural	 community	 in	 Somerset	 via	 the	 Farming	
Community	Network	(FCN).	(Left	on	end)	
Johnnie,	who	lives	at	Corfe	Barton,	has	been	High	Sheriff	

since	March	2019.	His	term	of	office	ended	on	15th	March	2020.	
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Sandpiper Redshank

Male	ruff-summer	plumage

Male	ruff-winter	plumage



Caption	Competition	February	2020	

1.“MUM!!”																																																														

2.Who	switched	the	light	off?	

3.One	way	to	get	away	from	it	all!	

Mary	Goddard	

“	I	know	it	is	in	here	somewhere!”	
David	Edmondson	

1.The	sooner	they	legalise	this	pot	the	better	it	will	be!	

2.The	Corfe	play	group	treasure	hunt	was	not	so	successful	this	year!	

3.”Mum	remember	when	I	did	this	when	I	was	potty	training!”	
			

	David	Blake				

																																							“Is	it	Bill	or	is	it	Ben?”	
									
																																								Lucy	Paisley	

																																						“I	wish	I	had	a	paper	hat.		This	one	is	SO	heavy!”	
																																													Pam	Sharp	

And	the	Winner	is…						
David	Blake	(2)	

Caption	Competition		
April	2020	
Send	your	entries	to	
Roz	Meikle	
rozmeikle@icloud.com	
The	winner	will	receive	a	prize.	
We	are	grateful	to	
receive	copies	of	suitable		
photos	for	the	next	caption	competition.	
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